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In line with the first Salzburg Principle, the 

goal of doctoral education is to cultivate 

the research mindset, to nurture flexibility 

of thought, creativity and intellectual 

autonomy through an original, concrete 

research project. It is the practice of 

research that creates this mindset. It is the 

practice of research that creates this 

mindset*

Structuring doctoral education means achieving 

flexible structures to expose early stage 

researchers to a wide range of opportunities, 

ensuring personal and professional development 

and to provide institutional support for career 

development and mobility.*



About RODOS

Project RODOS (Restructuring of Doctoral Studies in 
Serbia) is a three-year project (2013-2016) funded by 
the TEMPUS programme (Structural Measures - 
Governance Reform subprogramme) of the European 
Union (grant number 787517.36, reference number 
544093-2013)

The project addresses one of the most acute problems 
in Serbian HE: harmonization of doctoral studies with 
the needs of academia, industry and society at large, as 
well as with the current EU practice. The wider 
objective of this project as a structural measure is to 
restructure doctoral studies in Serbia in line with the 
Bologna Process and Salzburg Principles, emphasizing 
quality of research and integrative processes which 
involve universities, research institutes and industry, 
and result in the establishment of Doctoral Schools.

Project background

The higher education (HE) system of Serbia (RS) is 
undergoing a permanent reform. After signing the 
Bologna declaration, the country introduced the 
Bologna three-cycle system by adopting in 2005 the 
new Law on Higher Education (LHE) which is basically 
still in effect. All three cycles of the Bologna model 
have already been fully implemented, including the 
accreditation of all study programs and higher 
education institutions (HEI's).

It was clear from the very beginning that the inherited 
pre-Bologna system of individual doctorates is not 
capable of achieving the mission of doctoral studies "to 
ensure the primary role of science at universities, to 
develop and improve the overall research potential, to 
generate teaching staff for HEI's and highest 
professionals for industry and civil services, contributing 
in such a way to the creation of new knowledge, to 
faster technological development and the improvement 
of cultural and national identity" (Strategy of the 
Development of Education in Serbia, SDES, 2012, Part IV)

Specific objectives

To reconsider the existing national policies/standards 
for doctoral studies in Serbia and to develop new ones, 
better adapted to the current experiences and needs, 
together with a new bylaw on financing doctoral 
studies based on doctoral research projects.

To restructure doctoral studies in order achieve a 
synergy between scientific research Institutes and 
Universities and compatibility with the needs of 
industry.

To develop the concept of joint doctoral studies at 
intra-university and inter-university levels through 
Doctoral Schools, and to implement several models 
of Doctoral Schools in selected fields.

Work packages

WP. 1 Quality assurance and funding of doctoral 
studies

WP.2 Research Policy and Industry in Restructuring 
Doctoral Studies

WP.3 Doctoral Schools: Concept, Standards and 
Organization

WP.4 Establishment and implementation of Doctoral 
Schools with Selected Study Programs

WP.5 Quality Plan

WP.6 Dissemination of the project results

WP. 7 Sustainability of the project results

WP. 8 Management of the project

main Project Characteristics

The Project will generate as outputs/outcomes:

Improved QA standards for doctoral studies, new 
bylaws for public funding of doctoral studies and 
research policy for doctoral studies and a roadmap for 
cooperation with industry and civil sector

Four Doctoral Schools in the above mentioned fields 
will be established in order to check the newly defined 
structure; the study programs will be accredited and 
the first group of students enrolled.

A new bylaw for the establishment of Doctoral 
Schools, which integrates HEI’s and contributes to the 
improvement of the position of students as young 
researchers, will be adopted, together with the 
corresponding accreditation standards, including joint 
doctoral degrees.

Doctoral education is an individual 

journey, and structures must give support 

to individual development, and not produce 

uniformity or predictability.*

*Salzburg II recommendations, European universities’ 
achievements Since 2005 in implementing the Salzburg 
Principles, by the European University Association, www.eua.be




